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FOREWORD 



In 1 961 the Faculty of Education of the University College of Wales 
published a pamphlet entitled "The Presenution of Welsh as a 
Second Language ' advocating die presentation of Welsh to children 
from Bnghsh-speaking homes at nursery and infant school stage By 
to-day, local education audioritics in Wales, almost widiout excep- 
tion, have accepted die principle of presenting some Welsh as a 
second language to pupils from English-speaking homes before diey 
reach die age of seven. The traditional policy starting die second 
language m die junior school has beeiTfound wanting and abandoned. 

In die meantime many voluntary Welsh nursery schools, Ysgolion 
Meuhrtn Cymraeg, have been established widi die specific aim of 
developing competence in die Welsh language in dieir young pupils, 
irrespective of die modier tongue. J 6 f f > 

In January 1968, die Faculty appointed Mrs FeUcity Roberts as a 
temporary research asfjstant to make a survey of diese schools, dieir 
distnbunon, dieir methods, dieir difficulties and dieir measure of 
success. She collected die information summarised in this pamphlet 
I wish to diank her for her services to die Faculty and also scores of 
tCTchers, committee members, and pupils who so readily supplied her 
widi die information she needed before she could present a report on 
her work to die Faculty. . *^ 

This pamphlet contains a summary in English of a fuller report in 
Welsh which wdl be pubUshed in book form by Llyfrau'r Dryw, 
Llandybie, Carmartiienshire, early in 1969. 



Jac L. Williams, 
Dean of the Faculty of Education. 

University College of Wales, / 
Aberystwyth. 

December 1968, 
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WELSH-MEDIUM NURSERY EDUCATION 



Frequent tdercoics in the Welsh press in 1967 to the growth and 
allci^ success <tf voluntary Welsh-medium nurs^ schools mompted 
the Faculty of Education of the University College ct Wales to 
undertake a survey (tf Ysgdian Meithrin Cymraegy as they are 
generally known. The information presented on these pages was 
collected by means of questionnaires, personal interviews and visiu 
to a sample of schools to collect information about premises, equip- 
ment and activities. Recordings were taped and photogrq)hs taken. 
Teachers, parents, pupils and former pupils were interviewed in 
relation to a sanq)le of schools extending from Caergybi (Hol^liead) 
to Caerdydd (Cardiff). 

The original intention was to survey the voluntary Welsh*medium 
nursery schools, Yr Ysgolion Meitknn Cymraegy only, but it was soon 
discovered that similar educational experience being provided in 
some areas by local education authorities. It therefore became 
possible to include some maintained classes in the survey for com- 
parative purposes. The number of voluntary Welsh-medium schools 
discovered and functioning in a manner dut enabled information 
about thorn to be collected in the Spring ol 1968 amounted to 77. 
In at least 12 other places a voluntary Ysgol Feithrin Gymraeg had 
been in existence at a former date but forced to close because of 
difficulties of finance, teaching resources or acconunodatioiL There 
were no known examples of schools haviiog to close because of a lack 
of pupils. In 12 other pkK:es promoters of Welsh-medium nursery 
education had been trying to establish a voltmtary Ysgol Feithrin 
Gymraeg but had failed to do so, usuadly because of failure to find 
suitable accommodation. Questiotmaires were distributed to the 77 
voluntary Ysgolion Meithrin Cymraeg known to be open and also to 
31 local audiority schools crataining a \!7elsh-niedium class for pupils 
under the age of five. Forty-nine completed questionnaires were 
returned from voluntary schools before the last date stipulated for 
their return. Two ct these were in England. Sixteen questionnaires 
were returned from local-authority-maintained schools. Information 
given on questionnaires returned after the stipulated date could not 
be included in the analysis of dau collected. 

Growth of The. VoitmrARY Movement 

The Welsh-medium nursery school movement really began in 1951 
with the establishment of three schools, Barry with eight pupils, 
Cardiff with fifteen and Neath with six. Welsh-medium play groups 
established before that date should be regarded as foundation play 
groups for an Ysgol Gymraeg rather than as Ysgolion Meithrin Gym- 
raeg. The movement made little progress during the next ten yean, 
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but by the early nineteen suties the success of the earliest schools in 
turnmg pupds from English-speaking homes into bilinguals and in 
TVr^^ ys^o'jon Cymraeg was obvious. Sever new schools were 
«tabli8hed m 1964 and the movement reached its peak in 1067 when 
sateoi new schools were established. The survey had to^ com- 

Dieted hrfnfV it ora* iwu.ikl. »~ l_ 1 / • . ... 



I — AuZc "T^" «»'«»'u»ucu. inc survey naa to be com- 
P*^~. r*?" " possible to know how many schools would be 
estabhshed m 1968. Cronfa Glynd^r, a trust fund established to 
f wter tte growth of Welsh-medium education in 1963, gave much 
needed financial support to the promoters of many schools in 1966- 

S<J5"l kr ifJ"**.!" """"^ °f P"PiJ» attending schools 
already estabhshed as well as in the number of schools Sg these 
years. The total number of pupils attending the Welsh-m^um 
nu^ry schools that returned a questionnaire amounted to 860 in 
lasS-MtLajaa/ortfy 0/ th em we r e fr onUtoaus- itnohkh no Welsh 
VMU spoken between parent and cfutd. 



^ , 1 Number of 1 Number of 
County 1 Schools | pupih 
{Schools in England excluded) 


Anglesey 

CamiarVonshlre 

Denbighshire 

Montg(^eryshire 

Cardiganshire 

Pembrokeshire 

Carmarthenshire 

Gliimorgan 

Totals 


7 
4 
6 

3 
3 
I 

5 

18 


135 
66 
96 
57 
42 
23 

338 


47 


860 



— ^. „, iir^iBu-uicuium aursery classes Dy the local 
educauon authority in Flintshire meant that there was no need for 
voluntary Ysgolum MeithriH Cymraeg in that county. Questionnaires 
were returned from one Ysgol Feithrin Gymraeg in Merioneth, one 
m Breconshire and two in Monmouthshire after the analysis of data 
had begun and it was also known that there was one Welsh-medium 
playgroup in Radnorshire. 

Probiems of Accommodation 

Finding suitable accommodation was a major problem for the 
promoters of Welsh-medium nursery education in 1968. Twenty- 
seven cS the 49 schools were held in chapel vestries or church halls, 
niMt of them dwnal placa, but meeting the requirements of the 
pubhc health authonties. Churches have played a prominent part in 
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supplying meeting places for voluntary Welsh-medium nursery 
education but the accommodation offered left much io be desired. In 
many instances there were irksome regulations about puttLig every- 
thing out of sight when the school was not in session, lack ot storage 
space for equipment, etc., which must have been a sore trial for 
teachers working under such conditions. There was one example of 
toys and teaching aids presented to the school by parents and friends 
being sold in error at a jumble sale held in the chapel vestry on a 
Saturday. In some schools the seating accommodation and ubles 
were very unsuitable for the young pupils. A few schools had been 
able to borrow furniture from the local education authority. In others 
suitable furniture had been bought as a result of a series of fund* 
raising artivitirs by the promoters of the schools, parents and teachers. 

This statement of the financial position of a Glamorgan school at 
the end of the first term may be regarded as fairly typical. 

Expenses: 

£ s. d. 

Furniture and equipment ... . . 90 7 6 

Rent» heat and light 35 0 o 

Honoraria (for teaching and cleaning) 217 b o 



Total . £242 7 6 

Income: 

C s. d. 

Fees paid by parents 73 0 o 

G>ilection and* letter of appeal for support 95 15 o 

' Totd . . . £16% 15 o 



Debt at end of first term £73 12 6 

This school was kept (n)cn with the aid of a grant from the Glyn- 
d^ Trust and a series of jumble sales and coffee mornings arranged 
by parents and " friends " of the school. 

Opening Hours 

No voluntary school was able to offer what could be regarded as a 
full school week of nursery school experience. School hours varied 
from four hours per week' to twelve. 

In many schools there had been a significant increase both in the 
number of pupils and in the hours of opening between the day on 
which the school first opened and the time when the survey was 
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made. Some schools had opened with a Saturday morning session 
only and with five or six pupils. Othcrt had opened originally on two 
mornings per week for two hours and bad expanded to be open every 
morning by 1968, often with a waiting list for admission. In two 
schools, arrangements had been made to meet the growing demand 
by admitting different pupils on different days or at different times 
ot day. 

It was obvious that local authority-maintained classes had signifi* 
cant advantages over the voluntary schools in that they were open for 
nx>re hours per.week, in addition to having more suitable accom- 
modation and better facilities for play activities, including out-door 
play, and, in many examples, a better supply of equipment and 
teaching aids. 

Thb Teachers 

The movenwnt was heavily dependent on the good will of persons 
who believed in the value of Welsh-medium nursery education as a 
means of preserving and developing competence jn thc_Wclsh 
language among the Toung^childrcm of ITateTTTie no practice 
was to have a * headmistress * or two * headmistresses ' working on 
alternate days or weeks, assisted by a team of * helpers \ She normally 
received a small honorarium, rarely exceeding per day, and her 
* helpers who came to help in rotation, rarely received any financial 
recognition for their services. Fifty-three of the total of 60 'head- 
mistresses'* referred to on the completed questionnaires had been 
trained for teaching and the same applied to 73 of the 176 ' helpers ' 
listed. Others described on the questionnaires as " housewives " may 
also have been trained teachers. Ten trained nurses were also acting 
as teachers " or helpers. Headmistresses and helpers varied in age 
and experience from the numerous young married vV'^men in their 
twenties, some of wh jm had children attending the same school, to 
the late Miss Marga.^et Rosser who l?ecame founder-headmistress of 
a very successful ysgol feithrin in her home village many years after 
she had retired from her post as headmistress of a school in 
Glamorgan. 

Some mothers who had no experience of teaching also helped at 
times of opening or dismissal or milk distribution. Others expressed 
their good will towards the schools by presenting toys or making 
simple teachmg aids. Still more helped to raise funds by organising 
and supporting social functions in support of the schools. The 
result 0! the survey indicated that at least a thousand women in Wales 
had given service or some financial support to the Ysgolion Meithrin 
Cymraeg movement in 1968. 

♦Some of the fdriyninc "schools" had more than one "headmistress" 
givmg services on alternate days or alternate weeks. 
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Social Backgioumd 



An analysis of the social class of the oflBcers of Ysgol Feitkrin 
Omunittees and of the occupations of parents of pupUs indicated 
dut the movement was to a very considerable extent associated with 
the upper classes in the Welsh social structure. There appeared to be 
a tendency for more working class pupils to be drawn in uter a school 
had been firmly established and had consolidated its position as a 
starting point for entering a Welsh-medium school, Ysgol Gymraeg, 
widi a good local reputation. Such pupils also tended to come from 
homes with a middle class oudocdc, religious afiSliations and educa- 
tional ambitions. 

More than a third of the officers of the committees responsible for 
rimning the forty-nine schools were teachers. There were also ten 
doaors among them, three nurses and ten ministers of rel^on. The 
home background of/ the pupils, as indicated on the completed 
questionnaires against a simple social classification, were as follows: 



' A similar analysis of the home background of pupils attending local 
authority m a int a in ed Welsh-medium nursery classes indicated a vfery 
different pattern of social background, as follows: 



Measure of Success in Relation to Aim 

An analysis of the aims of the Ysgol Feitkrin Gymraeg as indicated 
on completed questionnaires, the minute books d committees, press 
reports and correspondence between the promoters of schools and 
the officers of die Glynd^ Trust, indicated, without a shadow of 
doubt, that the main motivating force behind the movemeijt from the 
earliest stages and continuing into 1968 was a desire to preserve the 
Welsh language and to enrich the lives of as many as possible of the 
children of Wales by giving them command of the national language 
and self-confidence in their Wdshness. 

: Nevertheless, there were some variations in the purpose of an 
Ysgol Feithrin Gymraeg arising from location. In some areas, 
emphasis was placed on providing opporttmities for children with 
Welsh as a first language to meet in a natural social situation where 
they could converse, play and enjoy life through the medium of 
Welsh, something they could not do in the area in which they lived 
because other children they might happen to meet in street or park 
spoke English only. 



Professional Class 

Middle Class 

Working Class .... 



318 
267 
J 34 



Professional Class 
Middle Class .. 
Working Class . . . . 



54 
181 
361 




In other areas the main purpose of an Ysgol Feithrin Gymraeg 
was to provide an opportunity for children from English-speaidng 
homes to become bilingual at the age at which language leai^g 
appears to be natural and capable of being achieved with little con- 
scious effort on the part of the learner. 

In some schools there was' evidence of conflict between these 
two aims, Welsh-speaking parents were inclined to press for a low 
intake of non-Welsh-speakers because their presence would inevitably 
be an anglicising influence undermining the use of Welsh as the sole 
medium of group life. This dilenoma was not present where all pupils 
had a similar home linguistic background, the small group of 
schools in which every pupil had at least one Welsh-speaking parent 
and the larger group of schools in East Glamorgan and Monmouth- 
shire where very few of the pupils had any contact with the Welsh 
language outside the school. 

The teachers " in general had no definite scheme of work and 
appeared to be deciding instiactively, almost on the spur of the 
moment, what vocabulary and sentence patterns should be presented 
through activity, movement, song or story. Teachers of Welsh at this 
stage in a child's development have not yet got anything resembling 
the scheme that was seen at a school in Dublin widi the specific aim 
of turning young monolingual English speakers into spears of Irish. 

As language-learning cannot take place in a vacuum, the young 
learners were getting a good measure of the ordinary benefits of a 
nursery education in addition to acquiring conomand of the Wdsh 
language. This was particularly true of local-authority-maintaincd 
nursery classes which had the same basic aim but had the advantage 
of a longer school day, better equipment, a full-time teacher trained 
to teach the very young and adequate facilities for indoor and out- 
door group activities. 

A sample of case studies indicated that the Ysgolion Meithrin 
Cymraeg and the Ysgolion Cymraeg to which their pupils almost 
invariably proceeded have be^ eminendy succ«»ful in promoting 
educational progress, but it would not be appropriate to give credit 
for their success to the bilingual policy of such schools, nor to the 
teachers who work on them, without further investigation. It must be 
noted that tbeT>upils of Ysgolion Meithrin Cymraeg and Ysgolion 
Cymraeg appear to have an unusually hi^ percentage of homes that 
can be regarided as favourable, if not stimulating, to educational pro- 
gress. The home almost invariably supports the school, often to the 
extent of buying Welsh books and oearing considerable transport 
costs in order to send the child to an Ysgol Gymraeg even when 
neither parent has any knowledge of Welsh and may even not be of 
Welsh origin. 

Ample evidence was forthcoming from case studies and Upe 
recordings made at schools to support views expressed by promoters 
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of the sc! ools and the teachers who work in them that pupils are 
becoming bilingual at this age without much conscious effort, ranging 
from the duld of English parents wI|o was heard talking to himself in 
Welsh within a few weeks of coming to live in Wales and beii^ seni 
to an Ysgol Feithrifty to the girl who was heard to say at the end of 
her first week at an Ysgol Feithrifty " I can't speak Welsh and I don't 
want to speak it but who spoke Welsh almost as naturally as her 
mother tongue within three months, proceeded to an Ysgol Gymraeg 
and in due course gained a scholarship to one of the older Eiilish 
universities. 

Three examples of recordings made during the survey will si^ce 
to indicate the nature of the progress made by young learners of 
Welsh from English-speaking homes in the Ysgolion Feithrin - Ysgol 
Gymraeg situation. Words spoken by the teacher are in itdics. 

(a) At the Age of Four; y 

Ble buoch chi Dydd Sadwrn? Yn Barri. 
Fuoch chi Susan yn Barri hefyd? le. 
Ft4est ti yn Barri hefyd? Na, yn Tenby. 
Fuest ti yn y mor? le. 
Afar mawr oedd e? le. 
Fuest ti yn y cwch? Na. 

Fuodd rhywun ardl mewn cwch yn y Barri? Fi wedi bod. 
Cwch mawr oedd e? le. ^ 
Beth ardl ych chfn neud yn y Barri? Myttd ar y ceflFyl a pan 
oedd fi ar y cefiFyl fi wtdi gweld Mrs Slay. 

}aw arnat ti? le. 
yn y Barri, yn Butlins. 



Wei, weU oedd hfn codi I 
Fuest ti yn y cert? Na, dim 



This recording was taken soon 
working class background, had 



after a group of pupils, mainly with 
entered an Ysgol Gymraeg after 



attcndmg a voluntary Ysgol Feiprin for not less than one term and 
not more than a full school year. In the words (rf the headteacher of 
the school, Welsh had been " sinking in " at the nursery school stage. 
The young learners had come to respond and to understand but their 
active conunand of die language was still limited in comparison with 
that of a child speaking Welsh as a first language. They responded, 
as far as possible, with one word answers and they tended to be con- 
fused by the failure of the Welsh "le" to correspond to the English 
"Yes" at all times. 



(b) At the Age of Five: 

Ydych chfn mynd i ddangos i Mrs Roberts nawr sut mae siarad 

Cymraeg? Pwy fuodd yn y sw wythnos ddwetha? 
Fuest ti yn y sw wythnos ddwetha? 
Fuest ti? Do. 

9 
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B€th wUst ti? Llew. 

Smol Uiw oidd W Un. 

Beth wrdl 09dd *na? Parrot. 

(Md rhywbeth il'to fwyta yn y sw? Oedd. 

OfM rhywbeth fv> yfed? Oedd. 

Btm /n nffi wneud yn yr ysgol? Syms. 

3fA mil? Tynnu Uun. 

Tytmu Stm betk? Tynnu Uun t^. 

DtPfrf wrth Mrs Roberts be sy gyda Afomt. Babi. 

Beth yw enwW bahi? Ddim yn gwybod. 

In this sample the responses were quicker. There was a wider range 
of vocabulary and the learners were q)proaching natural language 
competence in their second language. 

(c) At the Age of Six : 

Beth yw kwn sy fan kyn? Gwellt. 
O bte ^ nfn cael gwellt? O ffenn. 

le. Pryd mat^r ffermwr yn torri gtveHt a gtvoir? Yn yr haf. Fi 

wedi gwdd ffermwr yn torri gwair. 
Beth nuu^r ffemw^ yn wneud pan fydd e wedi torrVr gwair? 

(Dim ateb). 

^ Mee ei rot e mewn pecynnau bach neis^ orid yw e? 
^ Mae ^n ei roi etual fr tractor wedyn ac yn mynd ag e f r fferm. 
A beth mae wneud ag e wedyn? (Dim ateb). 

Beth sy'n btvyt^r gwair? Ceffyl. 

A beth ardl? Buwch. 

le, matfr gwartheg kejyd yn bwyitfr gwair. Ma^n rhaid t> 
gwartheg gad bwyd, run fath i m. A beth mae'r fuwch yn 
roi i m? LJaeth. ^ 

A beth ^ fv^n wneud ^r ttaeth? Rhoi e yn y te a cael Uaeth pan 
fo ni'n fach. | 

Ble byddwch chfn mynd am wyliau^ Ceinwen? I Westoq. 

Weston-super-Mare. Bte y*ch chfn mynd, Christopher? I 
Butlins. 

Pwllheli? Na. 

Ble te? Ddim yn gWbod. 

A ble byddi dfll mykd? Gweld Mamgu. 

A ble mae Mamgu yn byw? Yn Rh3rnmi. 

Pwy sy*n mynd gyda ti? Dim ond fi. 

Ble mae Mami a DadPn mytul? Dydy nhw ddim yn m3md. 

Welsh was now being used as a natural medium of teaching in this 
school in an English-speaking area in more or less the same way as 
English has been used as a medium d teaching in Wdsh-speaking 
areas for more than a century. The language was used in a natural 
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situation for teaching certain subjects. English was used for teaching 
other subjects and the pupils, at the age of six, had, in effect, acquired 
two vernaculars; The teacher used longer sentences and pupils were 
also capable of responding naturally, varying sentencc«length accord- 
ing to need. J 



CONCLUSIONS 

! 1 

The main conclusions of the survey appear to be: 

i» The voluntary Welsh-medium nursery schools have made an 
important contribution in that they have shown that y^ung 
learners can become bilingual within a few months without any 

/ apparent handicap to general progress. This ha$\been achieved in 
spite of many difficulties and very inade(;uate resources. -The 
attainments of former pupils of the schools appear to be above 
average but this may be due to home background radier than to 
the stimulation of early bilinguaUsm. The actual effea of 
bilingua|ism, if any, could not be measured with the resomces 
available. 

2. ' There is ^ element of social injustice in the provision of 

opportunities to become bilingual by this method at present 
because the vpluntary nursery school movement is essentially a 
mtddle<lass movement. (This statement may well be equally 
valid in relation to English-medium play groups in Wales.) 

3. The diflBculties facing the voluntary Welsh-medium nursery 
schools are so numerous and severe that it is unlikely that the 
movement behind them can make much further progress. The 
results of the survey, and in particular the differences noted 
between the voluntary schools and the maintained nursery 
classes, suggest that the time has come for the incorporation of 
Welsh-medQum nursery education in the maintained system of 
education as a special provision for a bilingual situation in Wales, 
even if there are insurmountable economic difficulties preventing 
the development of nursery education in general throughout the 
United* Kingdom. 
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